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ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS 
ARTHUR STANTON — MILITARY SERVICE 

Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.44 pm]: Like Hon Tjorn Sibma, I wish to wish everyone a happy 
Easter. Also, as this is the last sitting day before another very important day in Australia, Anzac Day, I take this 
opportunity to pay my respects to all Australian servicemen and women throughout history and to all those who 
are serving Australia now, especially those who are serving overseas. I pass on my thanks to them for their service. 

This morning, along with Ministers Peter Tinley and Fran Logan, I had the honour of attending the City of 
Cockburn RSL Anzac youth parade and service, which was jointly organised by the City of Cockburn, the 
Cockburn RSL and 30 or so schools within the City of Cockburn. I witnessed up to 1 500 students proudly 
march along the street to participate in the service. This is a very special occasion. It is a very meaningful way 
to commemorate Anzac Day and to get our young people involved. Hopefully, it will instil the Anzac spirit in 
other youngsters. It is the only event of its kind in Western Australia. In 2002, the Cockburn Anzac youth 
parade took place for the first time, with 12 schools and 600 students participating in the parade. Fast forward 
17 years and it has developed into a major event in the City of Cockburn and, indeed, in Western Australia. We 
all owe our appreciation to Mr Arthur Stanton for bringing the concept of a youth parade and service to 
Western Australia. He saw a similar event in Queensland in 1999 and worked tirelessly to ensure that this event 
developed, and it took place a couple of years after he first saw it. I was also told this morning that this is the 
only event of its kind in Australia. I do not have the record, but I was told that there is no longer a similar service 
in Queensland. 

I also take this opportunity to acknowledge Mr Arthur Stanton’s military service to Australia and his enormous 
contribution to our community. 

I understand that Hon Peter Collier wishes to make a comment, so I will try to keep this as brief as I can. 

Hon Peter Collier: No; keep going. 

Hon PIERRE YANG: Thank you very much. 

Mr Stanton was born in 1938 into a very distinguished military family. His grandfather served in World War I and 
four uncles served in World War II. He was a member of the Australian Regular Army between 1956 and 1965. 
Initially serving with the 1st Recruit Training Battalion in Kapooka, he was then posted with the Royal Australian 
Army Service Corps, which is the former Royal Australian Corps of Transport, and the Royal Australian Army 
Ordnance Corps, of which I am a proud member. He was then posted with the Jungle Warfare Training Centre in 
Queensland and a range of other organisations within the Army. He was later posted to the territory of Papua New 
Guinea, where I believe he was discharged from the Army after attaining the rank of sergeant. In 1995, he joined 
the RSL in Western Australia and was allocated to the Cockburn RSL, which he has served with distinction. 

I will give a brief record. At the Cockburn RSL, he was sub-branch treasurer for 13 years, chief marshal for 
15 years, and social organiser and media liaison officer for six years. He was on the WA state ethics committee 
for two years. He was also the deputy warden of the Fremantle monument for three years, the RSL chief marshal 
for the City of Fremantle Anzac Day service for two years, the RSL chief marshal for the Victory in the Pacific Day 
parade in Fremantle in August 2005, and caretaker sub-branch president in 1997 and 2009, so he stepped up when 
he was needed. He introduced the RSL Anzac Day youth parade and service in 2001, was a member of the state 
executive of RSL in 2010, and is still serving as the vice president of the Cockburn RSL. In 2011, he was awarded 
life membership of the RSL at the RSL State Congress and at the age of 80 he is still serving the community. This 
morning I said to him, “Good on you, sir, for still doing what you are doing at the age of 81.” He jokingly took 
exception to what I said and replied, “I am not 81, I am only 80 and a bit!” I admire and love his sense of humour. 
I wish to say that this is only one example of this country’s great military service personnel. Mr Arthur Stanton is 
a true Australian legend. We are privileged to have him. 
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